
MAY 15, 2022: FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

1. "God will wipe away every tear, there shall be no more 

death, mourning or weeping."  A comforting, but dangerous 

vision of God’s new heavens and new earth. 

2. Why dangerous?  So comforting, so inviting as to tempt us 

to skip how we get there.  Can we do that without giving up 

anything? Please?  (Like the TV shows where the magic of 

renovation happens). 

3. Paul and Barnabas, in the midst of great success, caution 

fellow disciples, about the hardships to come. The road toward 

the reign of God requires diligence and commitment.  

4. The new heavens and new earth are promised by God; 

receiving them will require work.  It won’t be magic. 

5. Jesus:  His glory counters the darkness of Judas’ betrayal; 

glory involves steadfastness in our union, our bonds of love, 

with God and each other in the face of evil. John’s point in the 

Gospel:  We enter more profoundly into the realm of grace when 

we confront the powers of evil. 

6. What are these readings saying to us today? What is the 

"old order" that needs to be replaced? 

Pope Francis’ encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, is an analysis of the 

disconnectedness that plagues modern life.  He warns that we 

have "fed ourselves on dreams of splendor and grandeur, and 

ended up consuming distraction, insularity and solitude. We 

gorged ourselves on networking, and lost the taste of familiality. 

7. Pope Francis’ encyclical Fratelli Tutti, on Fraternity and 

Social Friendship, is an analysis of exactly this issue.  For the 
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pope, our disconnectedness from one another, especially in 

social contexts, is something that runs counter to the communion 

of the new heavens and new earth.  (Much compelling reading 

than I thought it would be!)  

How are we to understand the paschal mystery in such a world? 

What does the "new order" described by the book of revelation 

offer us in exchange for our splendid contentment? Francis 

answers the question with the word "hope." 

8. What ways of thinking lead us to becoming so 

disconnected?  What technological conditions?! What 

unforeseen consequences?  How to move past them?  Hope! 

In Francis' vocabulary, the virtue of hope is as costly as Jesus' 

glory was. Francis says that hope is "a thirst," a desire "for 

things that fill our heart." He explains that hope is bold enough 

to "look beyond personal convenience and the petty securities 

and compensations which limit our horizon.” 

9. Hope: a ‘“thirst,” a “desire” for things that fill the heart; 

costly like Jesus’ glory; requires the same steadfastness to the 

mission to love, in this case to practice social friendship.   

10. Francis: we "cannot live, develop and find fulfillment except 

in the sincere gift of self to others." We may not want that to be 

the truth of the matter. I believe Pope Francis has a deep 

understanding of today’s world and what the Gospel has to say 

to it. (The bishop of a diocese that was made up of mostly poor 

people.) 
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11. Suppose he’s right. Maybe the path forward will 

unavoidably require reengineering:  to the value we place on "a 

striving for excellence” will need to be melded with an equally 

strong commitment what is best for others, especially the poor."  

 

12. Such a commitment can’t come from isolation; needs an 

embrace of the hardship, the hard work, of growing and 

developing a "culture of encounter."  

13. In that sort of culture, we learn to appreciate the values of 

others, and particularly the poor; what life comes down to when 

you have to live under such constraints, such suffering on a daily 

basis. 

14. When we listen deeply to people who suffer, we become 

that one family of the new heavens and the new earth; their 

struggles become our own and we are driven to join them in 

confronting the evil that generates such suffering.  

15. Only then, will we know the glory that Jesus spoke about.  

After knowing the hope and pain of renewing solidarity and our 

social friendship, will we know what it means for God to wipe 

away every tear that flows from our eyes, and not only ours but 

from the eyes of all. 
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